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The Reagan administration’s. an- - cret — and ' succ%sful mplonage' ; wsxts to: ’VIanagua. Among his services: !;
nounced determination to combat flow - mission in France. - “ . "f to the Nicaraguan regime was arrang— |
of Soviet arms to’ El Salvador’s leftist = © Later in 1966, Vecino® was given - ‘ing the -shipment of 100 ‘ captured:?
guerrillas*; has. stirred . intense  contro- - overall - command of ‘Cuban missile. -"American’ 105 mm. howitzers ~ from.:
 versy: Some Latin' American”countries’; : forces'— a post ‘that- requred clcse-‘-"Vxemam to Nicaragua. The artx}lery g

;—-'notablyMexxco-— tend to discount’ - connections with the Russians. pieces were shipped to Nicaragua in a’]
the- importance of the Saivadoran left-- =« ® From- 1967 to 1974, Vecmo per-“*vessel operated under Lebanese regis-:
; ~ists!” connection with. the ‘Cuban and i formed a number of missions for Ces-’ try by the Palestme hberatxon Oraa-

h 7o military attache in North-Vietnam.
T "‘r.‘r'Inbelhgence sources say he took ‘part:” and” general  troublemaker is well"t
*Cuban help to the Salvadoran guerril- .+ interrogation — and . torture —: of known in Latin America. In fact,’ hxs“
las, USintelligence experts point. to . American pnsoners “of war.: 7% presence anywhere . in- the  ared” 1342
. the interriittent presence of a dangsr-=. _ ‘» Promoted to vice- mxmsber of the . enough to panic military - ard mtelh--a
C ubaq oﬁ'x cial-ins Ni “th _armed forces in 1975.and’.made a - gence circles, For examp‘e his visit'tg )
-ous transit point.f ;rag:a, o member:- of - the ‘Cuban Commumst . the Dominican Republic in 1979’ w'th
primary. point. for. Sovie ? <. Party’s: central committee, Vecino su- " two  Cuban. - transport’._planes, | sup-
. The man éur mhelhgenee dpeo%e &re " pervised. Castro's adventures in Angola posedly to offer humanitarian assis- =
'jwomed vabout is 1 mandos: e;clmo and Ethiopia.” . . v itance in. the: wake of a devastamxg;
-Alegrit, a 4T-year-old major general In =" o In 1978, Vecino was named mins’ humcane produced - a cold - rebuff,
;deel Castro's - clindestine - semce% ister of higher education, a post that - _from President Antonio Guzman. - ... .
DGL. He: travels ‘under..the cover o allowed him to send large numbers of - In- Nicaragua, ' meenwhile, . Vecino-.
- Cestro's' minister of higher education. . paramilitary agents into various Cen- . . has tried to cash in on the Cubans’;
- Here's - what . intelligence * sources. - ~tral American countries under cover of - “ military aid to the Sandinistas. Intelh~v
bave told my.associate DaIe Atta " educational assistance. ... " .. gence. -sources- say  his- DGI - cohorts <
about Vecino's career:: _: e In 1979, Vecino ﬂet up headquar~ - were allowed to prepare the guest list »{
* e Bomn-in: Havana; Vecmo "Wes 80 . terg in Costa Rica, where he was able - for the rebels’ first. anniversary cele<:
_earty-associate of Castro and. became” "t “keep. in constant touch. with -the- : bration last year, and the guests were~
Can influential member of the inner Sandinista rebels while they wers: reportedly frisked by the Cuban police.-
circle that took control. of ‘Cuba. after - - fighting ¢ Anastasio - Somoza’s * Ni-'%: agents. The Cubans also are reported-
the ouster: of Fulgencio’ Batista.. ‘- caraguan dictatorship..When the San-- to have a training camp in Nicaragua:

"o Vecino was: initially. put,m ‘chargs % dinistas ‘won, Vecino‘and a sidekickis: - In-addition, sources disclosed that
“/of a Cuban province, but {1962 was  who was also a Cuban veneral moved Vecinos . Cuban - agents- have - main4
* made* director of : the. National - Inst{ ' ime, 1% ‘tained two guerrilla. training carmps ‘in*
tuts for Agricultural Reform. =" . Since then, according to mtellxgence -Mexxoo ““one run- by the ' PLO; the
. In«ﬁ%&é’ while - nominally sources; Vecino has been close to the - other-by'a Cuban: Army major whose *

o charg& ‘oF:the *Union" ofCuban Com-:: more : Jeftist elements~of “the Nl-«m second-in-command- is :an _.Argentme°
~x:m.mmt. Youth, Vecmo performeda se-" eaxaguan govemment., - making™ regular Montenegro terronst. I T T
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